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Principal's Address 

 

With the final day of school fast approaching, I want to take this opportunity before we break for the 

summer, to thank the staff, students and parents for their wonderful support throughout the year.  The 

Duncraig Senior High School Community is truly fantastic!  



It has been a wonderful year with all our traditional events taking place.  We have had loads of 

performances, interschool sport, academic competitions, camps and excursions. It has been brilliant 

seeing so many students take up the opportunities to participate in events and activities.   I am very 

passionate about our students getting involved and developing a sense of pride in their school and 

themselves.  

On the 30th November we welcomed over 330 new students to the school as part of the Year 7 

Orientation Day.  It was a fantastic day organised by our Year 7/8 Student Services Manager, Pam Konijn 

and our Year Coordinator, Rebekkah Clarkson culminating in a Parent Evening to celebrate the 

wonderful day and provide information for 2022. 

Once again, we were well supported by our enthusiastic P&C and I take this opportunity to thank all P&C 

members and our president Mr Rob Fairholme for leading this important parent group. I would also like 

to acknowledge the work done by our School Board members lead by Chair Mrs Hannah Von Ahlefeld. I 

thank all Board members for their service and contributions throughout 2021.    

Many of the highlights from 2021 are captured in our Year Book and I thank Georgia Taylor for the 

collation, organisation and development of this excellent collection of memorable photographs and 

articles during this historic year. 

I would like to thank all members of staff not returning in 2022 for their outstanding service.  There will 

be quite a number of new staff joining the team in 2022, which I look forward to working with, as our 

student population grows to over 1800. 

2022 could be quite an interesting year. With borders opening we need to be prepared for potential 

local transmission of COVID-19 in schools.  As a school, we are well prepared with masks, hand sanitiser 

and a clear process for online learning.  I encourage every student to be familiar with SEQTA, know 

where and how to access lesson resources and be prepared to learn in a remote setting if required.  

Finally, I wish all students, families and staff a safe, relaxing and enjoyable break and I look forward to 

2022. 

 

Peter Lillywhite 

Principal 



School Finance Matters 

 

It certainly has been another busy year with all school activities having impact on our processing and 

paperwork in the administration of the school. 

We are very pleased to see many families take up our Set and Forget Payment Plans.  Families have 

arranged a direct debit of anything from $25-$35 per fortnight to pay for their child's education and 

keep the cost of schooling manageable along with their other financial responsibilities.  The idea behind 

the set and forget plans is to literally set a value, arranged for the transfer each fortnight and forget 

about it.  We will be in regular contact with you to advise you of the progress, firstly so you don't fall 

behind and also to protect you from having a surplus in funds.  What is important is the funds are yours 

to advise us at any time of any changes and a refund of unspent funds can be arranged.  Please email 

our Student Finance Officer to make arrangements for 2022. 

Voluntary contributions are charged for year 7-10 only to a maximum of $235 for the 

year.  At $235 per year, it costs one cup of coffee per week for your child ’s education.    

If you hold a Concession Card, please don't forget to arrange for your Secondary Assistance Scheme 

whereby $235 will be sent to the school for your child's voluntary contributions.  A further $115 for 

Clothing Allowance will be received by families or you can opt for this to be sent to us to pay towards 

https://duncraig.shs.payments@education.wa.edu.au/
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/2021%20SAS%20Application.PDF


the costs of subject charges and activities such as excursions.  This scheme closes at the end of term 1, 

2022.  Funds will be processed by our central office in March 2022. 

Paid Voluntary Contributions fund classroom equipment and resources and are for student direct 

use.  The more we collect, the more funds we can put directly into learning areas to further enrich your 

child’s learning.  We really cannot deliver the quality we do without this assistance from families and we 

are very appreciative of those who pay. 

Student's have received the benefit of over $1,000,000 in 2021 providing wonderful experiences in the 

classroom.  Over $140,000 alone has been spent on software for student use  including Stile in Science, 

Education Perfect in English, MyMaths in Maths, Creative Cloud for Media and Year 7-10 e-books for the 

Maths, English, Science and HASS areas.   Over 60% of our cash budget goes to directly benefit the 

student by way of curriculum deliverables or improving the classrooms and outdoor areas.   

Please do not wait for the amount owed to the school to get to an unmanageable 

level.  Please ring, email or see us so confidential and discrete arrangements can be put 

in place.   

During the year you will be emailed statements for your child along with reminders for any balances 

outstanding.  Please touch base with our staff to make payment arrangements or use Qkr or 

BPoint.  Any unpaid debt does get referred for debt collection at the end of the school year.  

Please see our Contributions and Charges Explained document available on our website. 

Any further questions can be directed to our Corporate Services Accounts Receivable team.  

 

Justine Avenell 

Manager Corporate Services 

School Board and P&C Committee - Hannah von Ahlefeld & Rob Fairholme  

On behalf of the Duncraig SHS P&C Association (Rob) and School Board (Hannah), we wish you all a 

fabulous holiday season! 

What a great year it’s been, starting with a $32 million election promise (made good!) to rebuild our 

school. In Term 4, we started to build the design vision for our new-look school through workshops with 

students and staff. We’re looking forward to continuing the design journey in 2022 with our school 

community. 

Term 4 was a busy one, though blessedly uninterrupted, and we were privileged to attend some 

wonderful spectacles with Arts Week, Music Gala, Cadets Parade, HASS Showcase, InterSchool Carnival, 

STEAM week (to name a few) – and to cap it off, a NAIDOC Assembly to present a magnificent mural to 

the school. We managed to avoid a dunking at ALIVE Day – not so Craig and Mr Cheeseman! 

Our students continue to inspire us with their insights, ideas and leadership. We welcomed our amazing 

students to School Board, P&C and other important meetings in Term 4, including our new Head Boy 

and Girl, Luci and Ethan, Student Voice Committee, Junior Leadership Team and Climate Crew. 

https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/payments
mailto:Duncraig.SHS.Payments@education.wa.edu.au?subject=Contributions%20and%20Charges


Special congratulations to our Year 12s, who will be missed – and to all of the staff, parents and careers 

who helped get them through. The Year 12 Presentation Evening showed us how bright are the futures 

of these young people. For those entering Year 7 next year, the Orientation Day this year was an extra 

special one – congratulations Ms K and team. 

In 2022, both the P&C and School Board will be looking for new recruits. The P&C is on the lookout  for a 

Treasurer and Secretary, and the School Board is looking for new Community and Parent members. If 

you’d like to learn more, please feel free to reach out to us over the holidays or at the start of term.  

It’s been an honour and delight to walk with you all. Can’t wait to see you in 2022! 

 

Rob and Hannah 

Duncraig SHS Anti-Bullying and Harassment Plan 

We have recently refined and improved our Anti-Bullying and Harassment plan.  Please follow the link to 

read the plan.   

Year 8 Coordinator Report 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gRXQkIbtgw7jr-aDS6npeVjlLOfUCNFd/view?usp=sharing


The end of term is finally here! Our students have worked so hard this year to achieve their best, and 

they should be so proud of their efforts. For some students, their success may not show on a report card, 

but all students have faced their own challenges. For some, it was facing the fear of speaking in front of 

their peers and for others, it was overcoming peer conflict. It was so humbling to see all students  grow 

and mature this year and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff and parents on behalf 

of the Year 8 cohort for all their support. They could not get through this year without you.     

The return of all the extra-curricular activities including camps, excursions, inter-school sport, art 

exhibition, media night, science week and many more were greatly received by the Year 8’s and it was 

fantastic to see so many students take the opportunity to join these groups and be part of our 

wonderful Duncraig community. They were especially excited about the return of Alive day with food 

trucks, inflatables and games to celebrate the end of the year.    

The second semester was an important one for the Year 8 cohort as they experienced their first 

examinations. With a little bit of anxiousness, the year 8’s faced this new challenge head on and most 

students were pleasantly surprised with their results. Students learnt how to make a study plan, and 

hopefully realised the importance of regular revision. The introduction of the small study group gave 

students the opportunity to work collaboratively with their peers, by sharing study notes and quizzes, 

while learning to stick to a study schedule. These skills will put students in good stead for Naplan and 

semester examinations next year. To celebrate the end of exams, Ms Konijn and I organised a little treat 

for the cohort, a cool icy pole on a very warm day.   

It has been a whirlwind of a semester that has shown the Year 8’s to be a resilient cohort that is ready to 

face the challenges of Year 9.  I would like to thank Ms Konijn for all her support with the Year 8’s as 

their student services manager. Her warm hearted and empathetic nature will be greatly missed by all, 

and we wish her the very best with the incoming Year 7’s.     

Lastly, a big thank you from me to all the Year 8’s for welcoming me as your year coordinator. I am very 

proud to be your coordinator and I look forward to watching you grow in 2022.  I hope you all have a 

lovely Christmas and enjoy your break.    

 



 

News from English 

 

Year 10 Poetry Sketch  

Sketch Noting is a way to analyse poetry through a visual medium. It breaks down the poem into to its 

key parts and the students add images that link to their own interpretation of their poem's meaning and 

messages. In this activity, the Year 10 students were given the poems "Dulce Et Decorum Est" by Wilfred 

Owen and "Cage Bird" by Maya Angelou. After analysing the poem, the students presented their ideas 



on A3 paper, added their own pictures and colour to help them come up with ideas of what each of the 

poets were trying to convey about their respective subjects 

 

 

 



 

Year 9 GATE/ SBAE Short films  

After exams, students from Ms Roberts, Ms Devellerez and Ms Sleiman ’s Year 9 GATE and SBAE English 

classes, exercised their creativity by working on constructing a short film task, in groups.   

Students were able to combine with other classes and choose from four stimuli to base their film on. 

Most students chose a parody or futuristic science fiction genre prompts. They had to brainstorm, 

create a screenplay and storyboard before they began filming. Students then spent four lessons filming 

and editing their short films ready to present to all classes in Week 10.  

The task allowed students to practice skills from the Australian 21st Century Learning Design includ ing 

collaboration on an interdependent topic, development of self-regulation skills to work on a group task 

and they were able to use ICT to produce substantiative multimodal presentation for a particular 

audience.  

Amelie  

'For the short time I was here for the task, the best part was definitely meeting new people, new friends 

and working together with other people from other classes'  

Lainey  

'Our group enjoyed having the creative freedom to choose our topic' 

'This project was a great way to end the year'  

Sophia 

'This project was a great way to teach the methods of how films are created, as well as teaching us how 

to solve issues within a group and work collaboratively to create a short movie that is enjoyable to all'   



 

 



 

News from Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

The 2021 school year has come to an end.  As we in the HASS Department reflect on the year we 

recognise it has been a busy, productive and fulfilling year for all of us.   During their HASS lessons 

students have been constantly challenged to understand their place in the wider world.  They have 

engaged in the social science disciplines of History, Geography, Civics and Economics with many having 

built on their knowledge and skills from previous years. 

We hope all our students enjoy the summer break and look forward to seeing everyone back again 

refreshed and raring to go for a new school year in 2022.  So, at the end of 2021 the HASS Department 

would like to wish all within the entire school community a Happy Christmas and a safe and prosperous 

New Year. 



Year 11 Modern History  

On Friday 24th September, the Year 11 Modern History class boarded the school bus for an excursion to 

the Holocaust Institute in Yokine.  Whilst there the students engaged in a workshop that allowed them 

to further understand this horrific period in history thereby supporting the content covered in ‘Nazism in 

Germany’ this semester.   All students agreed that although the subject matter was very disturbing it 

was a worthwhile lesson which was relevant not only to the Modern History course but also to everyday 

life where we do need to speak out when we witness wrongdoing taking place.  

 

 

Year 10 UNAA Global Citizenship and Sustainability Symposium  

On Monday evening November First, Banksia Block became a hive of activity as our Year 10 GATE and 

SBAE students completed the final hurdle of their Global Citizenship and Sustainability Program, Global 

Goals and the Local Community. The evening was a great success as student talent was on show in 

abundance. The presentations ranged from prototypes of the next generation range hoods that recycle 

water while evaporating steam to sustainable high density urban design for the future. Miss Downes, 

Miss Khvorostova and I would like to acknowledge students in their enthusiastic interaction with guests 

on the evening and engaging and interactive presentations. The enthusiasm students displayed when 

conversing with invited guests was indeed invigorating and acknowledged by participants. The UN 

Association of Australia WA representative Dr. Rachel Sheffield was very impressed with the students 

and was delighted to see such a confident and competent group of young people demonstrating 



through their projects that they are indeed Global Citizens. As teachers we feel confident that the future 

is in good hands with so many agents of positive change in our midst. We would also like to thank the 

parents and community members that came to support our students and their work on the evening.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 9 

During weeks 2 to 4 of this term Year 9 students learnt about Australia’s electoral system.  This included 

a visit from the Electoral Education Centre where the guest speakers addressed our HaSS classes. Year 9 

students participated in a mock election and saw first hand how votes are counted to gain an 

understanding of how Australia’s preferential voting system works.  The counting of preferential votes is 

a complex proccess and students found it a lot easier to understand by actively completing this 

process.  Whilst students did not vote for people they did vote for their favourite fastfood resturant.  In 

the majority of classes KFC was nominated the students favourite, winning the absolute majority 

required after the count of the first and second preferences. KFC! Who would have thought? 

 



 

Year 9 Showcase 

As part of our Geography studies in HaSS in Term Two the Year 9 GATE and SBAE classes participated in 

a Project Based Learning challenge on the issue of food security. Students in groups investigated the 

global problem- “Will we be able to feed the world in 2050?” This investigation required students to 

define this problem and explore and evaluate the solutions.    

On Thursday, 4 November, students celebrated their work by presenting it to their peers, teachers and 

parents. This presentation included displaying their prototype that offered a solution to food security 

into the future. The Project Showcase was held in the library, and it was abuzz with chatter and 

excitement as students presented their findings to an audience other than their class teacher.  Students 

were able to practice their presentation skills and explain their work as visitors to their stalls asked 

questions to the presenters. 

Despite their initial nerves students enjoyed this experience and the feedback of the day from our 

visiting parents was that it was a great opportunity to see what the students had been learning in class.    

"I thoroughly enjoyed the informal students' explanations and the discussions.   It was impressive how 

much knowledge and thinking was actually behind the posters and how they all engaged with confidence. 

There were elements of integrating science, engineering, cost, timelines, and shareholders management 

behind all of them. That was great." -  Year 9 Parent 



 



 

Remembrance Day in Humanities and Social Sciences.  

At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918 the guns on the Western Front 

fell silent.  An armistice, an agreement to stop the fighting, had been signed by the belligerent 

nations.  Four years of horror and slaughter finally came to an end.  Today we recognise this as 

Remembrance Day where we commemorate the loss of all Australian service personnel that have fallen 

whilst serving their country in all conflicts our nation has been involved.  

At Duncraig Senior High School we commemorated this occasion with students making poppies to 

honour Australian soldiers that served.  The students then dedicated the poppies to an Australian soldier 

that had served in World War I.   This activity was particularly poignant for our Year Nine students who 

had studied World War I as part of the History Curriculum in Term One.  Having studied this course they 

have an insight into the sacrifices people from many nations made during this time.  

Following the making of the poppies a short ceremony was held in the Banksia Block amphitheatre for 

the Form groups from the surrounding classrooms as well as the HaSS staff.   At 11:00am a minutes’ 
silence was respectfully observed by those in attendance. 

Our sincere thanks to Year 10 student Umesha Fernando who read "The Ode to Remembrance" before a 

crowd of students from Years Seven to Ten.  Thank you to Ms Meg Downes who chaired the 

Remembrance Day assembly on behalf of the HaSS Learning Area. 



 

 



 

 



 

News from Mathematics 

 

“EDUCATION is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think”    Albert Einstein.   

This term in Mathematics we have allowed our students to ‘think’ about the world around them and 

apply what they have learned throughout the year and translate the information into real life 

applications.  Albert Einstein was correct in saying that the learning of facts is about training the brain to 

think, and this term our students have been able to explore their understanding through a number of 

different activities. 



 

 

Maths Empowering Girls – Curtin University 

Ten of our awesome Year 9 students were selected to take part in one day excursion at   Curtin 

University to celebrate their love of mathematics and take part in a number of interactive activities to 

expand their understanding of how maths is important.  The excursion hoped to increase girls ambition 

to take part of the many maths based career possibilities available for all men and women.   We thank 

Curtin University to making the event possible. 

 



 

News from Technologies 

 

Duncraig PS Year 6 STEM Workshops  

This term the students have been participating in one of three STEM workshops over 3 weeks on 

Tuesday Period 5. Below is an overview of each workshop. 

Coding: Students coded solutions using Microbits, Ozobots and Python. Some projects included coding a 

Stop Light Traffic system, turning LEDs on/off and games.  

Problem Solving: Students created 3D and impossible shapes. 

Science: The Year 6's engaged in making natural indicators to identify acids and bases in the foods and 

cleaning material about the home.  They also engaged in a chemical reaction experiment using different 

chemicals to generate colours representing the AFL football teams. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Year 9 Small Business – Operation Christmas Child  

The Year 9 Small Business students donated 20 Christmas boxes to Operation Christmas Child again this 

year. The boxes were filled with items that the students made including a teddy bear and woollen spider. 

Funds raised in the two sausage sizzle days were used to buy other items for the boxes including 

stationery and hygiene items, clothing and a toy. Ms van Wyk was fortunate enough to visit the 

Operation Christmas Child facility in Balcatta where she got to see firsthand how the boxes are checked 

and prepared for posting. This year, our boxes will be sent to children in need in Madagascar. Thanks to 

all the Year 9 Small Business students for their hard work throughout the year 

 



 

 

"She Codes" Workshop 

A group of Year 8 girls participated in Python workshop run by Murdoch University and Spacecubed. 

Students had fun coding in Python and were mentored by industry professionals.  



 

 

 



News from Health and Physical Education 

 

INTER SCHOOL ATHLETICS 2021  

On the 20th of October the Duncraig Inter-school team made their way to the WA Athletics Stadium to 

compete in the A division inter-school athletics carnival. We were up against the very best track and 

field state schools in Churchlands, Shenton, Kelmscott, Carine, Rossmoyne, Woodvale, and John Curtin. 

A finish in the top six was the aim, which would guarantee our standing in A division for 2022.    

Gemma Gorton got us off to the perfect start winning the very first race. The 800 and 1500m events 

were Duncraig’s strongest for the day, with our talented and hardworking triathletes excelling. Brandon 

Ford won both and in the process managed to beat his on School Sports Western Australian record in 

the 1500m event, stopping the clock at an amazing 3:57.64. This was the only record broken on the day.  

All students gave it their very best to contribute as many points as they possible could. Those who 

received the maximum by winning an A grade event were:   

 

• Gemma Gorton (Year 7 800m)  

• Benjamin O’Sullivan (Year 7 Boys 800m) 

• Kate Phillpott (Year 7 Girls 80m Hurdles)  

• Brandon Ford (Year 11&over Boys 800m and Year 11&over Boys 1500m)  

• Ben Ellis-Williams (Year 10 Boys Discus)  

• Kayla Gibson (Year 10 Girls Discus)  

• Alana Sim (Year 11&over Girls 200m and Year 11&over Girls 400m)  

• Thomas Leseberg (Year 11&over Boys 400m)  

• Indie Arbuckle (Year 10&over Girls 1500m)  

• Year 11&Over Boys relay   



Top three finishers in their age group were:  

  

• Gemma Gorton and Kate Philphott equal Runner Up Champion – Year 7 Girls   

• James Philpott 3rd – Year 9 Boys   

• Alana Sim Runner Up Champion – Year 11 Girls   

• Brandon Ford 3rd - Year 12 boys  

• Indie Arbuckle Runner Up Champion – Year 12 Girls   

  

Everyone’s contributions allowed Duncraig to finished with 1215 points for the day, whi ch put us in 

5th position. Duncraig’s highest placing in six years and a great sign for things to come.  

A GRADE POINTS  

1st Carine Senior High School  1887  

2nd Churchlands Senior High School 1674  

3rd Shenton College 1630  

4th  Rossmoyne Senior High School 1505  

5th Duncraig Senior High School 1215  

6th Woodvale Secondary College  1197  

7th Kelmscott Senior High School   1154  

8th John Curtin College of the Arts 832  

 

Congratulations and well done to everyone involved, including the helpers and staff.     

 



 

1 - Adelaide Hilton 



 

2 - Belle McBennett 



 

3 - Ben Ellis-Williams 



 

4 - Brandon Ford 

SSWA Water Polo Interschool Carnival 2021 

Congratulations to our Years 9 and 10 students below who competed for the first time in the SSWA 

Water Polo Interschool Carnival held at HBF Stadium on September 23rd. For majority of our students 

this was their first opportunity playing Water Polo after a few very cold training sessions two weeks 

prior. Our team went head to head against experienced teams from John XXIII College, Melville SHS and 

Churchlands SHS and were recognised for their enthusiasm and teamwork. Thanks also to Beth Young 

(year 12 student and Water Polo player) who joined our team as a student helper.  



 

5 - Hannah Wallace, Taya Deasy, Holly Pentrick, Emily Duncan, , Charlie Prentice, Ki ra Malcolm -Smith, Georgie Overton, Bianca 

Macfarlane, Beth Young, Ava Sperring, Hannah Sinfield, Belle McBennett, Bridie Crew, Erin Leseberg and Matilda Griffiths.  

 

 

6 - Students in Years 7 & 8 who are interested in representing Duncraig SHS in the Junior Water Polo Interschool Carnival in 

Term 4, please come and see Mrs  Galvao in the PE department or email roberta.galvao@education.wa.edu.au.  

News from Triathlon 

 

mailto:roberta.galvao@education.wa.edu.au


School Sport WA Triathlon Championships 

Duncraig Triathlon Academy took 97 students to Champion Lakes to take part in the State School WA 

Triathlon. The event was fantastically organised by Stuart Denton.  The students were outstanding in 

their athletic performance and represented the school with pride.  

Duncraig Triathlon Academy won the SSWA Schools Champion Individual School for the 17th consecutive 

year and 5 years straight winning the Teams category and overall Champion School.   

The team results were the best Duncraig have had to date. We had a number of students from outside 

the program join in the teams event this year which was an exciting addition and made for more 

Duncraig teams in the top ten in each category. Notable team performances are listed below.  

• Year 7 boys; 1st, 3rd, 7th and 9th 

• Year 7 girls; 1st ,2nd and 6th 

• Year 8 boys; 1st, 3rd and 6th 

• Year 8 girls; 5th and 6thYear 9 girls; 1st and 5th 

• Year 10 boys; 8th 

• Year 10 girls; 2nd, 6th and 9th 

• Year 11 boys; 4th and 9th, year 11 girls; 4th  

Notable individual performances are listed below  

• Junior Boys: 1st Patryk Szczypkwski, 7th Jack Jeffries, Andrew Newton 10th 

• Junior Girls: Ella Friend 4th, Gemma Gorton 5th, Beatrix Erskine 6th 

• Inter Boys: Lewis Laden-Wearne 6th, Ty Malcolm-Smith 8th, Zane Gartrell 10th 

• Inter Girls: Bridie Crew, 1st, Erin Driscoll 2nd, Amalie Erskine, 3rd, Casey Davis, 8th , 10th Kira 

Malcolm-Smith 

• Senior Boys: Thomas Leseberg 9th 

• Senior Girls: Caylin Robey 7th, Emily Duncan 8th, Bianca Mcfarlane 10th 



 

 

 



 

News from Music 

 

On Monday of week ten, our music students came together for their final concert of the year.  

It was a cool, slightly windy evening and the audience were rugged up against the elements.  

For the first time, we performed under cover at the entrance to the library with the audience seated in 

the grassed area under the trees. 

Students played a range of pieces in large and small groups as well as some solos. There were several 

Xmas themed pieces as would be expected for this time of year.  

Thank you to our dedicated instrumental staff for preparing the pieces for the concert and directing the 

student performances on the night. 

Thanks to Claire Nankivell (flutes), Lauren Reece (percussion), Shane O ’Neill (clarinets), Keiran Toye 

(saxophones), Sabina Ibrahimbegovic (guitars), Mirjana Kojic (strings) and Andrew Braham (brass). 

Many thanks also to Aaron Gibson for setting up the stage, especially the lighting, Ben Chapman, and 

our student wrangler, Connor Humm. 



On the day after the concert, our Senior Band performed at the year 7/8 awards assembly, performing 

‘A Winter Celebration’, which included a medley of well-known Xmas songs. 

Thank you to our music students for their efforts throughout what has been a difficult year, and many 

thanks to their parents for their continued support for their children in the music program. 

Happy Xmas to all and we look forward to seeing you at our concerts next year.  

 

Peter Smith 

Head of Music 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

News from Indigenous Support Program 

 

NAIDOC Celebration Assembly  

NAIDOC celebrations were postponed this year due to Covid restrictions, but we recently held our 

celebrations in the amphitheatre. We were privileged to have Wadjuk Noongar Elder, Ms Robyn Collard, 

and her grandson Tryce, perform a Smoking Ceremony and Welcome to Country. Ms Collard explained 

the plants in the Smoking Ceremony and their healing properties and encouraged students to be kind to 

each other.  



Participants also were treated to a mooditj dance performance to Baker Boy’s song Meditjin by the Year 

Seven and Eight Dance Club, who give up their break times to choreograph and rehearse.  The girls 

were amazing, and we thank them for their enthusiasm in being involved in the assembly and look 

forward to more performances from them in the future.  

Another highlight of the assembly was the unveiling of the Reconciliation Mural. This is a six metre 

long canvas that tells the story of our school community: that we all come from different places and 

backgrounds, with different life experiences. We are working together to ensure everyone in 

the Duncraig SHS community is welcome and is an important part of the Duncraig SHS family.  

Further to this, that all members of our community recognise the traditional custodians of the land on 

which our school sits and are honoured to be able to be here.  

Thank you to those that made the mural come to fruition  

St Catherine’s College at UWA  

Follow the Dream – Mt Lawley outreach  

Duncraig SHS P&C for funding the mural  

Library staff – Ms Singh, Mr Turner and Ms Camille in the library for hosting us  

Staff and students who contributed to the mural  

To enable the full school community to appreciate the mural  will be framed and hung in the Library. 

Please visit the library to see your contribution to the mural and view our school ’s story.   

We look forward to more NAIDOC celebrations next year.  

Stay safe over the holiday break.  

 



 

 

 



 

News from Language and Tourism 

The end is near! Term 4 is always busy for everyone. We have said goodbye to our Senior School 

Languages and Tourism students and have continued our language learning journey with our Lower 

School students. Many of them are becoming promising speakers of French and Indonesian, which is 

wonderful to see and hear. Below you will see some of the highlights of this term in Languages.  

Year 10 students teaching Year 9 students  

Year 10 students were given the opportunity to teach Year 9 Accelerate students the past tense. They 

took it very seriously and did a wonderful job!  

 

Accelerate classes reward activity  

This term, the accelerated classes were rewarded for their hard work and participated in a French Food 

Truck incursion. They enjoyed delicious crêpes and Orangina in the sun while playing some pétanque.  



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 7 2022 Parent Evening  

On Tuesday of Week 8, we welcomed Year 6 students who came to our school for their orientation day. 

They had fun learning heaps of things including numbers and food in French and Indonesian. During the 

evening, we also welcomed parents of those students. We had one of our Year 11 French student, Ffion 

Bishop singing French songs in the lobby while parents entered and two Year 8 students, Mia Judd and 

Pippa Schopf, performing an Indonesian dance called Tari Piring on stage in front of all parents. Well 

done to these amazing students for representing Languages.  

 



 

 

7 - On the night, the climate crew also represented the Languages and Tourism department and sold some French crêpes to 

raise money for #teamseas. They raised $160 which will help clean up 160 pounds of plastic from the ocean.  

Year 10 excursion at Maison Saint-Honoré  

In week 8 of Term 4, our Year 10 French students had the opportunity to participate in  an excursion to 

Maison Saint-Honoré in the Swan Valley. They were able to order in French and taste savoury and 

sweet crêpes and drink a yummy fizzy orange drink called Orangina in the sunshine.  



 

 

 



 

 



 

News from Gifted & Talented and SBAE Programs 

 

It may be Term 4, but things have certainly not wound down for students in the Gifted & Talented and 

School Based Academic Extension programs. It has been a term filled with notable achievements, and 

significant events. 

Some of these are featured in the photos below. 



 

 

 



 

Gifted & Talented Information Evening and Testing Dates for 2023 entry 

On Thursday, 18th  November Duncraig Senior High School hosted an Information Session regarding the 

2022 Gifted and Talented Secondary Selective Entrance Program testing procedures and timelines, for 

2023.                                                                 

If your child is in Year 6 in 2022, they are invited to apply to sit the testing by registering online via the 

link below. Year 6 testing will be held on Saturday, 12th  March 2022. 

Applications are currently open and close at 11.59pm Sunday 13th  February 2022. 

Click here to find out more information: 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/gifted-and-talented 

If you have a child who will be in Years 9, 10, or 11 in 2022 then they are also encouraged to apply as 

there are limited places available in each of these year groups. Testing will occur in March 2022 for 

these year groups. 

Year 10 Gifted & Talented / SBAE Celebration & Awards Afternoon 

On Thursday 2nd  December, the Year 10 Gifted & Talented and SBAE Academic Extension groups 

celebrated their participation in an academic program and outstanding achievement was formally 

recognised through the presentation of awards. 

Students and parents first enjoyed some Afternoon Tea in the School Library. The formal part of the 

afternoon began in the School Gymnasium, with students receiving a Certificate of Participation to 

acknowledge that they were members of an academic program.  Subject Awards were presented to the 

top achieving student in each Learning Area, as well as Endeavour Awards for students who 

demonstrated consistent determination and work ethic. There was also a DUX of both the Gifted & 

Talented and SBAE programs announced. 

The full list of Award Winners are as follows: 

 

Year 10 Gifted & Talented Awards: 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/gifted-and-talented


ENGLISH AWARD: Emily Hinscliff 

HASS AWARD: Emily Hinscliff 

MATHEMATICS AWARD: Tobias Camille 

SCIENCE AWARD: Emily Hinscliff 

ENDEAVOUR AWARD: Royyan Muzaini 

DUX: Emily Hinscliff 

  

Year 10 SBAE Awards for SBAE Class One: 

ENGLISH AWARD: Gunmeet Kour 

HASS AWARD: Tiya Sewpal 

MATHEMATICS AWARD: Tiya Sewpal 

SCIENCE AWARD: Peter Walters 

ENDEAVOUR AWARD: Georgie Griffin 

  

Year 10 SBAE Awards for SBAE Class Two: 

ENGLISH AWARD: Stephanie Hollick 

HASS AWARD: Hayzel Coertse 

MATHEMATICS AWARD: Bianca Macfarlane 

SCIENCE AWARD: Kyla Ballard-Tremeer 

ENDEAVOUR AWARD: Hayzel Coertse 

  

OVERALL DUX FOR SBAE: Kyla Ballard-Tremeer 

I would like to wish all Academic Program students a safe and happy holiday. Enjoy this special time with 

your family and friends, and I look forward to welcoming you all back, refreshed and ready to tackle 

2022! 

PS: Ideas for Christmas Gifts for Academically Bright Students 

See the link below: 

https://mensamindgames.com/about/winning-games/ 

  

https://mensamindgames.com/about/winning-games/


Mrs Hunter 

News from STEAM 

 

Forensic Science Breakout Box 

This immersive game experience allows students to test their knowledge of forensic science as they play 

detective and work to establish the identity of the individual responsible for their colleague’s 

disappearance and the murder of Taylor Potts. Students must interpret biological evidence (blood, DNA) 

as well as shoeprint and fingerprint evidence to unlock the different locks and acquire the missing 

suspect files. They will then need to interpret their evidence in relation to the suspect file to determine 

the kidnapper/killer’s identity. This activity further develops team and communication skills of students. 

 

 



 

 



 

Girls in Engineering  

The UWA Girls in Engineering program aims to inspire young females to explore exciting opportunities in 

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics as a study pathway. 

Along with our partners, Rio Tinto, Monadelphous, Newmont and Babcock we recognise the gender 

imbalance in STEM fields should be addressed from an early age. We aim to break stereotypes, 

demystify fields of study and work and create change for our future.  

Incursion activities include Biomimicry, Irrigo Minesite Challenge and Engineering Is land. 

All of the girls from Year 7-10 will be participating. 



 

 



 

 



 

Shannon Algar 

Shannon Algar is a Complex Systems Mathematician from UWA. She is a remarkable, future-focused, 

innovative young leader who spoke to a group of our Year 8 students about taking action on climate 

and how she is actively working towards net zero carbon. Her fresh ideas are practical routes to a better, 

more sustainable world as seen on a recent TED Talk. 

 

 



News from VET 

 

Year 12 VET/WPL Awards 2021 

The following students received awards in Vocational Education and Training due to their excellent 

efforts in 2021. We would like to congratulate them and wish them every success for the future.   

VET DUX - Ashleigh Sharp 

Over the past 2 years Ashleigh successfully completed a Certificate II in Tourism, a Certificate II and III in 

Business, a Certificate IV in Preparation for Health and Nursing Studies and Workplace 

Learning. Ashleigh has always worked to the best of her abilities, managed her time effectively and 

successfully coped with her external training program with a minimum of fuss.  



 

Workplace Learning - Subject Award 

Poppy Bates received the Workplace Learning Subject Award.  



 

Career and Enterprise - Subject Award 

Jack Bradley was awarded the Career and Enterprise Subject Award.  



 

Construction Training Fund (CTF) Scholarship 

Abdullah Mohammed  was presented with his Certificate II in Plumbing Qualification at a ceremony held 

on Friday the 20th October at the Claremont Football Club. Abdullah completed this qualification over 2 

years at Belridge College in a collaborative program delivered in partnership with MPASkills and the 

Construction Training Fund.  



 

Year 9 Try-a-Trade 

Two Try a Trade programs were held in November/December this year. This is a fantastic opportunity 

for students to gain hands- on exposure to different construction trades. 32 students attended the three 

day Try a Trade Programs held at North Metropolitan TAFE’s Clarkson campus - Trades North. The 

students were given the opportunity to participate in activities relating to Bricklaying, Tiling and 

Carpentry Trades. These programs are fully funded by the Construction Training Fund.  

 



 

 



 

Year 11/12 Work Placements 

It was most gratifying to see our Year 11/12 Workplace Learning students undertake their final work 

placement for the year.   

Employer’s evaluations and feedback was very complimentary of our students. Several students were 

offered an apprenticeship or part-time work as a result of their performance on placement.  

Well done to all students who participated in the term 3/4 placement.  

A big thank you to all of our local employers who support this work placement program.   

 



8 - Poppy Bates, Osborne Park Primary School 

 

9 - James Bogan, Benchmark Survey 

 

10 - Pearl Clayton, Signbiz WA  



 

11 - Cameron Delvin, Craige Day Surgery 

 

12 - Indiana Di Biasi, Hillarys Primary School 

 

13 - Izaak Driehuis, NGF Electrics 



 

14 - Brandon Ford, East Wanneroo Primary School  

 

15 - Ricky Grecos, Street Scene automotives 



 

16 - Alice Jones, Currambine Primary School 

 

17 - Jake Marcello, Firesafe Group Pty Ltd 

 

18 - Sam Menagh,  Crown Perth  



 

19 - Izakk Mortimer, Boss Carpentry  

 

20 - Pierce Rose, Steadfast Plumbing & Gas 



 

21 - Ashleigh Sharp, Australian Medical Association  

Girls in Stem 2021  

North Metropolitan TAFE developed this event to inspire girls in years 9 and 10 to explore a future 

career in STEM.   Throughout the day, students heard inspiring stories from women working in STEM 

while participating in hands-on activities from a range of career pathways including; robotics, cyber 

security, 2D/3D animation, dental technology, laboratory operations,  horticulture, surveying and 

renewable energy. 



 

 

McDonalds School Based Traineeships (SBTs). 

Congratulations to Caylie Dear who has successfully commenced an SBT placement at McDonalds 

Mirrabooka. Caylie  works part time at the store and was offered the opportunity to complete a 

traineeship by her supervisor. She  will be completing a Certificate III in Retail whilst completing paid 

work 1 day per week at her store. The traineeships will last 12-18 months.  

School Based Traineeships are advertised in the SEQTA notices as they become available.   They are a 

fantastic way to “Earn as you Learn”!  



 

Maree Marcon 

Manager - VET 

News from the Library 

 

Duncraig Senior High School library aspires to provide a friendly and flexible learning environment 

for all our students and staff to enjoy. Our dedicated and hard-working Teacher-Librarian works 

collaboratively with teachers from other learning areas to support their programs and help students to 

become independent leaners, with problem solving skills to become creative and critical thinkers.   

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT: The library has several distinct and dynamic learning spaces which 

offer all our students and staff comfortable reading areas, private study area, and traditional settings for 

classroom use. Our students use Library spaces to socialise and mingle with friends creating a very 

safe, inviting and happy place.  

LITERACY SUPPORT: Students are encouraged to read for pleasure and enjoy the rich and up-to-

date resources. We support the diverse learning needs of all students at DSHS.   

The Teacher–Librarian runs a Library orientation session at the beginning of the year for all year 7’s so 

they know what resources and services are offered by the Library.   



On a fortnightly basis Year 7 and 8 English classes visit the Library with their teachers. During this time, 

they can borrow, return and read for pleasure.  

  The library provides both physical and electronic materials for our students and teachers to borrow, 

ensuring that access to the library’s collection can be accessed from both home and school via our 

implementation of both eBooks and Audiobooks.  

BOOK WEEK: Every August this events brings students and books together to celebrate Australian 

books, authors and illustrators. All our Year 7 students take part in critically examining the nominated 

CBCA books and pick their favourite to win.  

Other activities like the lunchtime Trivia Challenge and this year saw the first ever Book Week Costume 

Parade where Staff and Students Participated for some fun and excitement. Prizes were given out to the 

Best Dressed student in each year and the Best Dressed Teacher.   

Our library remains the central hub of the school for hosting special events. These include school tours, 

parent nights, guest speakers, information evenings, exam preparation courses,  promotions of student’s 

work, and morning teas to acknowledge student academic performance.   

 

 



 

 

 



 

Climate Crew News 

 

This Term the Climate Crew has been able to make great progress as we have been meeting over Form 

and Recess on Fridays as well as our usual additional Wednesday meetings. We have launched the 

Stationery Recycling Competition in collaboration with Give Write, a WA based charity organisation that 

properly recycles broken stationery through Terracycle and creates beautiful school packs for WA 

students in need - thus decreasing our impact on the environment while supporting less fortunate 

peers! 

We have also been encouraging better paper-recycling practices by asking teachers to provide recycling 

paper bins in their classrooms as well as landfill bins. Lastly, we have been working on a proposal to 

include school clean-ups into the Form programme from next year in an effort to encourage better 

practices and prevent littering while holding students accountable for protecting the school 

environment. 



It has been a lot of hard work but being able to drive the change is also very rewarding and we look 

forward to continue to fulfil our mission: 

CREATING A MORE SUSTAINABLE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT BY ENGAGING, INFORMING AND ACTING, FOR 

OUR FUTURE. 

 

 

 



News from Cadets 

 

Bushrangers WA Cadet Camp Lancelin Dec 7 -10th 

Recently 75 Cadets and 11 Instructors completed the  Unit’s annual “Reward, Review and Planning” 
camp at Lancelin. In what could be called “challenging” environmental conditions (38 -41 degree C for 

two days and severe winds) the Cadets completed activities to review the year, plan for 2022 including 

the future leadership group, and challenge their skills and abilities.  

Activities included visiting the Gravity Discovery Centre, Lancelin sand dunes 4WD bus tour and sand 

boarding, kite flying, swimming, beach litter clean up and the unforgettable Christmas carols night. 

Cadets had to feed themselves, erect and maintain their own tent, look after their own hygiene and 

welfare. The vast majority of cadets were highly successful in all these areas, cooking food, applying sun 

screen and being organised. The highlight would have to be the indoor pool which got an absolute 

hammering by all. 

It was pleasing that members of the public complimented the cadets on their behaviour and 

manners.  Cadets are expected to exhibit and uphold impeccable standards in all areas.  

The Unit wishes to thank all families and cadets, Instructors and supporters for another successful year. 

The contribution and support of all is greatly appreciated. 



 

 

For full calendar please see our website. 

Contact Us 

 

Duncraig Senior High School 

22 Sullivan Road 

https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/term-calendar


DUNCRAIG 

WA6023 

6241 5400 

Duncraig.SHS@education.wa.edu.au 

Visit us on the web at www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au 

Visit us on Facebook 

Visit us on Instagram 

Transperth Service Changes Term 1 2022 

Across the Transperth network school special and regular route services are reviewed on a frequent 

basis to ensure that we provide the best possible service with the resources available across the 

Transperth network. 

Transperth have a number of changes planned to services across the network in December and January, 

which may have an impact to your students’ journey upon school resumption. 

Information regarding these changes will be available on the Transperth website in January. Students 

can plan their journey from two weeks prior to the changes taking effect. 

https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Duncraig-Senior-High-School-111984053577054/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/duncraig_senior_high_school/


Uniform Concepts Joondalup 

 

To our valued Duncraig SHS customers, 

We wish to update you on the current position regarding the supply of uniforms for your school.  As 

you are all aware the Global Covid 19 pandemic has caused major disruptions around the world and 

has impacted international shipping.  We would, however, like to assure you that the summer uniform 

will be available in readiness for back to school 2022, please take this opportunity to visit the store 

and place your orders, when stock arrives you will be notified and can arrange collection.  

Best Regards  

Uniform Concepts 

Address 

5/7 Delage Street, 

Joondalup WA 6027, 

Australia 

Opening Hours 



Monday9 - 5pm 

Tuesday9 - 5pm 

Wednesday9 - 5pm 

Thursday9 - 6pm 

Friday9 - 5pm 

Saturday9 - 1pm 

SundayClosed 

Contact 

Phone: 

(08) 9270 4660 

 Email:  

joondalup@uc.nellgray.com.au 

Academic Task Force 

 



 



 

WAAPA Summer School 2022 

 

Join us on campus at WAAPA in January 2022! This summer WAAPA is offering a range of performing 

arts courses as part of our school holiday program for secondary school students. Classes for young 

people from Year 7 to 12 in Acting, Drama, Screen performance, Jazz and Music Theatre mean there is 

something for everyone with a passion for the arts. Our wonderful staff cater for all abilities and 

experience levels. For information about the many courses on offer please visit 



waapa.ecu.edu.au/summer-school or contact Gabrielle Metcalf at explore.waapa@ecu.edu.au or 9370 

6775. 

http://www.waapa.ecu.edu.au/corporate-training-and-short-courses/summer-school
mailto:explore.waapa@ecu.edu.au

