
 

Term 1 Newsletter 
Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2020! We hope you enjoy the new look and feel of the articles.  
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Duncraig Senior High School  
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Principal's Address 



 



 

Traditionally, I would start off by saying what a privilege it is to bring our community this first newsletter 

for 2020 and celebrate how well we have all settled into learning.  This still remains true, however, we 

have also experienced an historic event that has consumed our thoughts and changed the way we live at 

the moment. I could never have imagined a day when I would be Principal of a school that had no 

students on site! These certainly are unique times. 

To those families who have been affected by this pandemic, I want to offer our support. Obviously, the 

most important thing during this time is our health and the health of our family, but I ’m sure there are 

many others who are also concerned about their financial position. This is definitely a time w hen we 

need to be there for our community and support those doing it tough.  

My main priority in presenting this Newsletter is to get everyone prepared for what Term 2 will look like. 

I also want to celebrate the wonderful events that took place throughout the term because we do have 

some amazing students and staff who deserve to be celebrated! 

Duncraig online 

We have prepared a range of documents to support online learning and our teachers have worked 

tirelessly to create lessons and resources online. Your first point of reference for every course should be 

SEQTA. Each Learning Area has updated their cover page and lessons  with further information to 

support students. We have also updated our website to create a Learning from Home tab, which will 

house many of our resources. 

This will be very different to what we are familiar with, however, it doesn ’t mean we can’t succeed.  I 

anticipate there will be some bumps along the way and I urge everyone to be flexible and patient while 

we learn to operate in this new paradigm.  

Learning from home will look very different in each household I ’m sure but I would like to offer a few 

strategies from the Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth: 

• Believe in your child’s potential. 

• Read and learn together. 

• Provide a positive homework environment with a dedicated space and time for school work.  

• Maintain the same rules as the school for working from home and ensure the interactions 

around schoolwork are positive. 

Please take the time to review the documents in this Newsletter that explain Learning from Home and 

don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions. There is still no clear timeline for when 



we can return to normal schooling, but we will keep you informed of any updates. I wish you all a safe 

school holidays… at home! 

 

Peter Lillywhite 

DSHS Online 

 



 



Learn from Home 

 



Senior School Update 

 

As we head into the Easter holidays I wanted to thank each of you for the support you have provided to 

your child over the past weeks. For Senior School students (especially our Year 12s) this has been a 

stressful time with media speculation around what the rest of their year might look like and possible 

outcomes, not to mention the shift to being independent learners and not having the security of the 

classroom and their class teacher’s physical presence. Hopefully we will be provided with greater clarity 

regarding the ‘big picture’ arrangements for students once school is back in Term 2. 



There are a few specific arrangements that Senior School students need to be aware of as they head 

into Term 2 to make sure that they are setting themselves up for success in the months ahead 

(regardless of what the ‘big picture’ arrangements we are waiting for end up being). Please read over 

the following and discuss with your Year 11 or 12 student to ensure they feel confident that they 

understand how their lessons will be structured next term and what the arrangements for their 

assessment program will be whilst learning at home. 

  

Senior School Lesson Structure for Term 2: 

There will be a SEQTA lesson for every timetabled teaching period a student would normally have with a 

teacher according to their school timetable as it appears on SEQTA. During timetabled classes teachers 

will be available via the class SEQTA Forum for answering of questions and to guide class discussion. 

Students will also be able to utilise these SEQTA Forums to answer each other’s questions as well. Some 

classes may be using a OneNote classwork book – this will be specified in SETQA if this is the case and 

communication can also take place through this as well. 

Teachers will not be posting official homework as part of their SEQTA lessons in Term 2 as they would 

have in the face-to-face teaching world. It will be assumed that Year 11 & 12 students are completing all 

of the work set for each day. It is expected that students who are studying ATAR courses will continue 

to engage in an ongoing revision/study program outside of the set lesson work provided by their 

teachers on SEQTA that covers all of their work to date for the year. This is important as at the moment 

the end of year WACE exams are still on the table and scheduled to take place as they would normally.  

It is expected that Senior School students will engage with their SEQTA lessons and communicate with 

their teachers either via the class SEQTA Forum or email if they are having problems with the work or, 

keeping up with the work they are being set. This expectation is for all students, across all course types; 

General, Certificate & ATAR. 

  

Tests & Assessment arrangements for Term 2: 

All Senior School teachers have been instructed not to ask students to complete official tests that are 

weighted assessments at home currently. This is due to the need to be able to verify that all results are 

the genuine and sole work of the student. This doesn’t mean that teacher’s cannot provide unweighted 

tests (i.e. ones that do not contribute to a student’s final mark for a course) or practise past papers for 

students to complete to enable feedback to be provided for how their learning is progressing.  

Non-test based assessments (e.g. Research Assignments & Investigations) will be able to proceed as they 

would usually. It is vital that students check their SEQTA programs and school email regularly to ensure 

that they are clear when an assessment is being handed out and when it is due in as the normal ‘Senior 

School Assessment Policy’ penalties for late and non-submitted work will still apply for these 

assessments. 

Once we as a school have received further clarity about arrangements/processes from the ‘Schools 

Curriculum & Standards Authority’ next term this arrangement will be reviewed and further information 

will be sent out to you.  



  

Predicted ATAR scores now available for Year 11 & 12 students: 

A listing of Year 11 & 12 student’s predicted ATAR scores based on the academic results that created the 

Progress Reports Issued at the end of Week 7 of this term will be available on the SEQTA Senior School 

Bulletin Board by the end of this week. Students who are studying 4 or more ATAR courses will need 

their Student Number that was printed on the top of their Progress Report to identify their predicted 

ATAR score. 

It is important to remember that these predicted ATAR scores are based on the raw and unmoderated 

data and only on a couple of assessments. Therefore, they are likely to be a bit unreliable as an accurate 

prediction. Students and parents are encouraged to use these as a guide only as to how a student may 

perform at the end of the year. 

  

External VET Training Programs: 

If your child has been participating in an external training program one day per week information 

relevant to each course has been sent to the student via the training institution or by Ms Marcon.  

Each training provider has developed their own online platform or learning package which students 

would have received already or will receive over the coming weeks. Lecturers will be establishing 

contact with students with the view to ensure that they are continuing with their training and 

submitting any work required. If your child is having any concerns regarding this information they can 

email Ms Marcon directly or message her on the ‘VET SEQTA Forum’ for Year11 VET or Year 12 VET. She 

will assist students and liaise with the lecturers to clarify any issues that may arise. 

 

Careers Information: 

SEQTA ‘Daily Notices’ will continue to be used to provide parents and students with career resources 

which can be used from home, University and TAFE information as it is released. Many of the 

universities are already providing online opportunities to discuss their course offerings for next year. 

Students can access these from the links provided. Ms Marcon will be available to parents and students 

to book appointments to discuss any career pathway issues or questions.  

  

University Entrance Arrangements for 2020 School Leavers: 

Understandably there is a great deal of student interest in what these arrangements will look like for the 

Class of 2020.  We will be setting up a specific section on the SEQTA Senior School Bull etin Board at the 

start of next term to help clarify this (you can find this Bulletin Board in your ‘portal pages’ section on 

SEQTA). This will contain the latest information being provided to school by the WA Universities 

regarding their 2021 intake application processes as we understand there will be a lot of queries around 

this in the coming months. Please check this section regularly if your student is intending to apply for 

University – regardless of the pathway they are planning on using to apply.  



  

Academic Mentoring over the course of Term 2: 

Ms Baker, Mr Cheeseman & Ms Marcon will be working hard to offer academic mentoring and support 

to our Senior School students over the course of Term 2. Students who would like contact us or who 

would like to set up a time to speak with us are very welcome to email us via the following email 

addresses at any stage of the school term; 

nicole.baker@education.wa.edu.au 

louis.cheeseman@education.wa.edu.au 

maree.marcon@education.wa.edu.au 

  

I wish all of our Senior School families a safe and happy holiday. Please be assured that we will continue 

to communicate with you throughout Term 2 regarding the specific arrangements and processes for our 

Senior School students who are really feeling the impact of the circumstances we are living with at the 

moment. They are a spectacular group of young people and their needs are foremost in the minds of the 

Senior School Team moving forward. 

 

Nicole Baker 

Associate Principal (Senior School) 

Student Services 

 

Duncraig Senior High School has an extensive pastoral care system to support and guide our students. 

Student Services staff at Duncraig Senior High School assist in the development of sound emotional, 

physical, social and psychological health. Student Services staff focus on early intervention to assist 

students in need by establishing effective collaboration between students, staff, parents and external 

agencies to best support student academic achievement and wellbeing.  

mailto:nicole.baker@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:louis.cheeseman@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:maree.marcon@education.wa.edu.au


As students are working from home, it is important for you to know our Pastoral Care system is still 

able to be accessed by our school community during this time. We have developed a Student Services 

Support Portal on SEQTA, to help provide additional resources and a direct communication pathway to 

our team. We will also be regularly adding to Daily Notices, Instagram and Facebook to keep you 

informed regarding Mental Health and Wellbeing. 

Please see the following link which guides you through the new Students Services Support Portal and 

how to communicate with the school. 

  

LINK:  Student Services Portal Walk Through 

https://pa.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/#?page=/portals/82
https://pa.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/#?page=/portals/82
https://youtu.be/68Kl9lFwnR0


 



Term 2 School Day - Learning From Home 

 

Looking ahead at Term 2, with students learning from home, what will the new school day look like?  

The only change to the school day is there will be no Form class.  Students should use the timetabled 

Form and Recess each day to step away from their devices and take a break, this also applies to Lunch 

time.  Students should be available on their devices during their normal timetabled lessons and follow 

the instructions on SEQTA that their teachers have placed there. 

Please see the below table which shows the structured school days for students. 

 



ICT Support 

 

Students experiencing connectivity issues with SEQTA, email, OneNote or Campion can email 

john.cregan@education.wa.edu.au for assistance. Hardware issues with personal devices should be 

taken back to the place of purchase. 

mailto:john.cregan@education.wa.edu.au


COVID-19 Useful Resources 

 

Please use the links below to access resources: 

 

How to communicate with your child about COVID-19 

Be ready to learn at home 

DSHS online 

Tips for Supporting Your Child's Wellbeing During COVID-19 

Life / Study Planner 

Staying in touch with the school 

Term Two Timetable 

https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/How%20to%20communicate%20with%20your%20child%20about%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/Learn%20from%20Home.pdf
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/DSHS%20Online_0.pdf
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/Tips%20for%20Supporting%20your%20child%20wellbeing%20during%20COVID%2019.pdf
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/Life%20Planner.pdf
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/Staying%20in%20touch%20with%20the%20school.pdf
https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/sites/default/files/Term%20Two%20Timetable.docx.pdf


Year 7 Peer Support Excursion 

 

At the very start of Term One, our new cohort of Year 7 students participated in a Peer Support 

excursion to the HBF Arena Joondalup.  This excursion is used to develop relationships between peers, 

teaching them how to work together in teams and assist in the smooth transition into High School. 

This excursion also provides the students with an insight into how Duncraig Senior High School works, 

what supports are available to students if they are upset or not coping and allowing Form teachers to get 

to know their students at the beginning of the year in a relaxed, fun environment.  

A selection of photographs from the exursion are shown below, as you will see, a great time was had by 

all! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Year 7 Welcome BBQ 

 

Our Annual Year 7 Welcome BBQ sponsored by the P&C was a great success!  On a rather warm 

afternoon in February our Year 11 Student Counsellors, guided by a number of our Year 12 Counsellors, 

cooked up a storm on the BBQ's, in preparation for the afternoon's festivities. Parents, students and 

siblings mingled with staff members and student leaders in our Ampitheatre, providing a fantastic 

opportunity for parents to meet their child's teachers and network with other Year 7 parents, it was also 

a wonderful way for our Year 7 students to create new friendships within their peer group. 

Welcome speeches from our Principal - Mr Lillywhite, Year 7 Coordinator - Nicole Pearce and Student 

Services Manager for Years 7 & 8 - Liz Parker were given alongside speeches from our Head Boy - Chris 

Patrick and Head Girl - Darci Money.  

A selection of photographs from the afternoon are provided here, can you spot yourself amongst the 

crowd? 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

https://sway.office.com/CCRHbUbzLYs8oyFV#content=9LfrG6phL1bB5r 

1 - Getting ready for the BBQ! 

https://sway.office.com/CCRHbUbzLYs8oyFV#content=9LfrG6phL1bB5r


Honours Assembly 

 

The Honours Assembly was Duncraig Senior High School's time to acknowledge our 2019 Year 12 

students who received School Curriculum and Standards Authority awards.  These awards are issued to 

students who received an ATAR score greater than 90 and to high Achieving VET students.  A total of 37 

students were added to our Honour Roll, what a fantastic achievement and testament to the hardwork 

and commitment by both the students and staff at Duncraig Senior High School. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Inter-House Swimming Carnival 

 

Duncraig Senior High School Swimming Carnival was held on Tuesday 25th February. With 300 students 

converging at HBF Arena it was an excellent day. 

Trojans were successful in winning the House Title with 5018 points, followed by Argonauts (4728), 

Olympians (4703) and Spartans (3104). 

Congratulations go to Matthew May (Yr 12) and Samantha Macfarlane (Yr 11) on claiming the Duncraig 

Splash titles.  

It was a fast pool as some 8 records were broken throughout the day. Congratulations to the following 

students for winning Champion Swimmer or Runner Up in their respective Year Groups 

  

Year                  Champion                                  Runner Up 

7                       Sophia Larranaga                       Marley Johansson 

                         Lewis Laden-Wearne                  Roy Glare 

8                       Katie Hankin                               Sarah Beiers 



                         Daniel Kelly                                Zane Gartrell 

9                       Bianca Macfarlane                     Georgie Overton 

                         Marcus Burr                               Mitchell Wright 

10                     Ayeesha Khan                            Rita Arrahwy 

                         Rhys Bawden                             Luke May 

11                     Samantha Macfarlane                Beth Young 

                         Ben Snook                                 Albie Norton 

12                      Tayla Danby                              Victoria Fourie 

                          Matthew May                            Callum Ferguson 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Colours Award Dinner 

 

Our inaugural Annual Colours Award Night proved to be a wonderful success!  This was our night to 

celebrate and congratulate the wonderful achievements of students throughout 2019 and to commend 

our Year 8 to Year 11 students who have excelled within the 4 aspects of our Colours system: Academic; 

Sporting; Performance; Citizenship.   



A big thank you to all staff and students who helped make this night a  great success; setting up the 

gymnasium, preparing the food, serving  coffees, providing entertainment, the list goes on....  Finally, 

thank  you to all parents and siblings for joining us in our celebrations and  making this night so 

memorable. 

A selection of photographs from the night are provided here, for photographs of all award winners from 

the night, please visit our Facebook page. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Duncraig-Senior-High-School-111984053577054/?modal=admin_todo_tour


 

 

 



 

 



Year 10 Try A Trade Program 



 



Sixteen Year 10 students attended a "Plumbing / Painting and Decorating" Try a Trade program run by 

MPA Skills in conjunction with the Construction Training Fund (CTF). 

The students attended the training venue for 3 days where they worked through a variety  of tasks 

including  

• Plumbing and painting projects based around a real work environment 

• Drain laying and pipe joining 

• Learning about and trying out painting techniques 

• Worksite preparation construction work safety  

• How to use tools of each trade 

The feedback from the students who participated was enthusiastic.  All agreed that the program was 

informative and would assist them with future career pathway choices.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



Careers in Health Expo 



 



Students and parents were invited to attend a Careers in Health Expo at Churchlands Senior High School, 

with representatives from UWA, Curtin, Murdoch, ECU, CQU and Notre Dame Universitites as well as 

TAFE and private training providers Wilson Medic One and DNA Kingston. 

Presentations included the entrance requirements and admission procedures for Medicine and Dentistry.  

The UCAT (University Clinical Aptitude Test), which is a requirement for undergraduate medicine at 

Curtin University and for a direct pathway to Post-Graduate Medicine/Dentistry at UWA was also 

explained. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Career Opportunities in Community Services 

 

 

Year 11 and Year 12 Certificate II in Community Services students enjoyed an informative session on 

careers in the Disabilities service sector.  Research shows there will be approximately 10,000 new 

disability support worker jobs created in WA over the next two years as the NDIS continues to roll out in 

WA. Service providers are already reporting workforce shortages. Evonne Hughes from the NDS 

coordinated a presentation of different pathways into the sector and career progression options.  

 

 



 

 

 



 



State Aquathlon Championships 



 



Duncraig Triathlon Academy attended the State Aquathlon Championships on Saturday 14th March at 

Mullaloo Beach. In near perfect conditions our triathletes retained the Schools Aquathlon Champion 

Title for a second year in a row. 

Duncraig students made their presence felt by taking line honours throughout the day. Congratulations 

to Indie Arbuckle and Bridie Crew for taking the female short course event titles for their respective age 

groups.  Not to be left behind the male triathletes also stepped up to the plate, congratulations to Lucas 

Walker and Sean Lougheed for their male short course event titles.  

In the Individual Results for the 12-13 year category Duncraig students filled the top 11 places in the 

Female category, and 16 of the top 20 in the Male category.  

In the Female 14-15 year category, Duncraig students were 5 of the top 6, with the boys taking 9 of 

the top 11 places in the Male 14-15 year category.   

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



P&C News 

 

Wow. Just. Wow. 

The term started well and finished… well, differently. 

Six weeks ago over 500 staff, students and parents joined together in a BBQ to welcome the new Year 7 

cohort to the school. Good thing we got it in before the ban! 

Our AGM was well attended and we have a few new faces. Our next meeting in March was in the staff 

room to accommodate social distancing. We moved a couple of important motions and it was with a 

touch of sadness that some of us realised that we may not see each other face to face for a while.  

The P&C have in place plans for the closure of the school as far as the canteen is concerned and we are 

in a very good place financially and socially to come back stronger than ever.  

I believe it’s important to recognise that this phenomena sweeping us has an end date. And that we 

will need to dust ourselves off and get on with rebuilding, renewing and reinvigorating afterwards. 

I’m happy to say I think I have a P&C that is more than up to the job. And that we are at a school 

whose ethos echoes that sleeves-rolled-up attitude. 



My thanks and admiration go out to all the school staff who have shown and modelled the greatest of 

will and determination in dealing with the quite literally shifting ground beneath their feet, usually day 

by day. Without their forethought and steadfastness the situation we could be facing now might be very 

different. 

To all of the Duncraig SHS community I wish you the very best. Be safe, be well and as I saw on a 

converted traffic road sign a week ago –  

“Keep smiling and have a great day!” 

 

Rob Fairholme 

President - Duncraig SHS P&C 



Contact Us 

 

Duncraig Senior High School 

22 Sullivan Road 

DUNCRAIG 

WA6023 

6241 5000 

Duncraig.SHS@education.wa.edu.au 



 

Visit us on the web at www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au 

Visit us on Facebook 

Visit us on Instagram 

 

https://www.duncraigshs.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Duncraig-Senior-High-School-111984053577054/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/duncraig_senior_high_school/

